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Stepping it up - B.C. Sports Hall of Fame celebrates women

By Gary Kingston 

In the four years since the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame unveiled a women's Leaders and Legends exhibit, director of operations Alison Mailer admits she never had a good answer to why the 31 women, many of whom already were inductees, needed separate attention. 

At least she didn't until this summer. 

"We had a group, about 16 young boys in here with two female leaders," she said Thursday. "I said 'Oh, you've got all guys with you.' They said they were supposed to have two young girls with the class and their parents told them the Hall of Fame was a guy's place. 

"Was it cultural or whatever? The parents ended up leaving it up to the girls to decide if they wanted to come. They chose not to come and I thought, 'What!' 

"So, is it necessary? By grouping all these women together, you get to see the impact. I love the picture of [mountain biker] Alison [Sydor]. She's covered in mud. She's super intense in what she's doing. Who knows what that will do for a young girl that's walking by here?" 

On Thursday evening, the hall re-christened the redesigned and now interactive exhibit as 'In Her Footsteps . . . Celebrating B.C. Women in Sport.' 

The interactive component allows visitors to punch up short videos of nearly all the honourees, who come from both competitive sport and recreation and who talk about their struggles and their accomplishments. 

During the ceremony, three new honourees were named -- Marion Lay, a one-time Olympic swimmer and long-time sports administrator, feisty visually-impaired runner Ivy Granstrom, who passed away in 2004 at age 93, and the 2000 and 2004 world championship Canadian Prime Ultimate frisbee team. 

Up to three new honourees will be added each year in October, which is women's history month. The unveiling of the new exhibit came the same week that plans were announced in New York for the first international hall of fame dedicated to women's sports. 

Lay, who now works with 2010 LegaciesNow, recalled a 1972 study that found just three per cent of Hall of Fame inductees were women. 

"We also decided to count all the female horses and all the boats that had female names," cracked Lay, a 2004 inductee in the builder category. "With that our stats went up to eight per cent." 

Females now represent about 33 per cent of the 246 Hall of Fame inductees. 

Granstrom, in addition to setting several records while running with a guide, participated in 76 Polar Bear swims in Vancouver. 

"A lot of people go to parties or to dances or go have a cigarette or go have a cocktail," said Granstrom in a video clip. "You put a cocktail there and a track there, I'm on the track. I love the track." 

Lara Mussell, one of the captains of the Ultimate team, said it was rewarding to see her sport, which rarely receives any mainstream media attention, be recognized. 

"It's important to legitimize the sport," she said. "I don't think many people even realize how elite the sport has become. The world championships began in '83. And Canada is truly a leading force in the international scene. These days Ultimate frisbee is now more and more a part of the physical education curriculum for elementary students." 

Mussell also said it's an honor to be recognized with the likes of skier Nancy Greene Raine, figure skater Karen Magnussen, rower Silken Laumann and rhythmic gymnast Lori Fung, thye 1984 Olympic gold medallist. 

"When I was 10 years old, I watched the 1984 L.A. Games. I was a gymnast and here was rhythmic gymnastics being featured for the first time. And here's this B.C. gal, not favoured to win and she blew everybody away. She was breathtaking. 

"I instantly marched up the stairs and said 'Mommy, I want to be in the Olympics.' That experience allowed me to pursue my dreams. While I didn't make it into Olympics as a gymnast . . . I won world championships and now I work for [Vanoc]. That is my Olympics." 
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