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THE OPPORTUNITY TO IMAGINE: 2008 HONOUREES FOR IN HER FOOTSTEPS CELEBRATED

VANCOUVER – Exceptional athletes, community leaders and role models for women and girls in sport and physical activity were celebrated Wednesday night at the annual IN HER FOOTSTEPS…. CELEBRATING BC WOMEN IN SPORT, a recognition program and exhibit housed at the BC Sports Hall of Fame and Museum.

This year Andrea Neil, Tricia Smith and Roberta Ann Steen join 37 previous honourees in the permanent exhibit celebrating women who have made a difference through sports for girls and women in British Columbia, whether through their own athletic excellence or by increasing opportunities for others. 

“The women we are honouring tonight make a profound difference to emerging athletes who want to follow in their footsteps,” said Mary Polak, BC’s Minister of Healthy Living and Sport, to the standing-room only crowd. She thanked the honourees for setting a tremendous example for others to follow. “The legacies of our sporting heroes inspire the next generation to participate, compete and achieve,” said Polak. Polak also honoured all women helping to make a difference in the lives of women and girls through sports and physical activity. “These women share this honour with hundreds of others who have had an impact on the BC sports system.” 

“Sport is something beyond what you play in your backyard,” said soccer star and honouree Andrea Neil. “What I gained from my sport, I will carry through the rest of my life.” She noted that growing up, her role models were male athletes such as Michael Jordan and Wayne Gretzky. “But I wasn’t going to skate in the NHL or play basketball in the NBA.” Hearing stories of women in sport, such as those presented in the In Her Footsteps permanent exhibit, makes achievement for women and girls “incredibly tangible.” Neil was a member of the Vancouver Whitecaps women’s soccer team for 18 years, and has represented the Canadian Women’s National Team more times than any other player. At her retirement in December 2007, she was crowned Canada’s most decorated player. 

“When we were kids, we didn’t have these images of what was possible,” said honouree Tricia Smith. This exhibit “gives girls an opportunity to imagine. It’s all about honouring the future. But it’s important to know where we came from.”  Tricia Smith is a world-class rower, has won numerous awards in international rowing regattas throughout her career and is the only athlete in UBC history to represent Canada in four Olympic Games – 1976, 1980, 1984 and 1988. Smith is the first Canadian woman to be appointed to the Women’s Commission of the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés d’Aviron (FISA), the international rowing federation, which has broadened opportunities for girls and women in sport and recreation. Smith is now Chair of the Committee and a member of the Executive of FISA. 

Roberta (“Bobbie”) Ann Steen was a teacher, coach, volunteer, administrator and advocate with a lifelong passion for sport.  In a video presentation about Steen, Marion Lay, former Olympian, said of Steen, “Bobbie was born to help young girls and women and sport. That was her essence.” Steen was a founding member of ProMOTION Plus, the first provincial sport advocacy organization for women, and former Executive Director. Steen successfully lobbied for funding for the innovative 1994 Commonwealth Games Women in Coaching Program. Steen, who passed away in 1995, was represented at the ceremony by her sister, Sally Samler. “She would have been thrilled,” said Samler, noting that Steen was a role model within the family, as well as for her students and colleagues. “My children worshipped her.” 

IN HER FOOTSTEPS…CELEBRATING BC WOMEN IN SPORT is a joint initiative of the BC Sports Hall of Fame and Museum, 2010 Legacies Now, ProMOTION Plus, and the BC Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health. The program, launched in 2005, recognizes extraordinary achievements and contributions by women to sport in British Columbia. New honourees are celebrated each October in conjunction with Women’s History Month. 

Emcee Kathy Kovacs, CTV sports reporter told the capacity crowd about a real life example of the impact of sport on girls. Her youngest son wanted to learn how to play hockey. When Kovacs offered to teach him to skate, he told her “Girls don’t know how to skate!” But at the rink he admired a skillful, athletic skater and told Kovacs, “Wow, I want to be just like him!” The skater turned out to be a little girl in the neighbourhood, a foster child who had endured many hardships. “Her face lights up when she’s on the ice. She is the person I look up too.” 

Bruce Dewar, CEO for 2010 Legacies Now, said that “The women who are being honoured don’t just inspire girls, but also inspire men to move their game up as well,” noting the example of Canada’s women’s hockey team winning gold in the 2002 Olympic Games. 

“As a community, how often do we come together to celebrate those who live in our own backyard?” asked Sue Griffin, President and CEO of the BC Sports Hall of Fame and Museum. “This evening is one where we come together and exemplify what accomplishment is. Recognition and celebration are one of the key components of a healthy community.”
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