HEROINES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION – 2007 HONOREES FOR IN HER FOOTSTEPS CELEBRATED
By Annie Reid

Heroines can change the world, was the message at the celebration of the 2007 honorees for IN HER FOOTSTEPS….CELEBRATING BC WOMEN IN SPORT, a recognition program and exhibit celebrating BC women in sport, housed at the BC Sports Hall of Fame and Museum. 

From creating healthy bodies to teaching cooperation, fair play and ethics, involvement in sports and physical fitness helps girls and women in both body and spirit. The IN HER FOOTSTEPS exhibit honours those women who embody excellence in sport and fitness, whether through their own performance, or by enabling others to participate and excel. As honouree Sandra Stevenson said, “I fundamentally believe that sports can change the world.”

“Having heroines is crucial to building a future in sport,” said Ida Chong, Minister of Community Services and Minister Responsible for Seniors' and Women’s' Issues, who helped unveil the exhibit displaying the 2007 honourees. Minister Chong championed the positive effect of roles models in empowering more women and girls in multiple aspects of their lives. “We want BC to lead the way in sports and physical fitness. Following role models can only help us in that goal.” She noted the effect strong role models had on her own career and pointed out former Olympian and IN HER FOOTSTEPS 2002 honouree Karen Magnussen in the crowd, saying, “She was my heroine.” The IN HER FOOTSTEPS display, now featuring life stories and video testimonials from all honourees, allows future generations to see and experience the heroines of BC sports. 
This year, Helen and Margaret Callaghan, Kathy Shields and Sandra Stevenson join 34 previous honourees in the permanent exhibit celebrating women who have made a difference through sports for girls and women in British Columbia, whether through their own athletic excellence or by increasing opportunities for others. 
For honouree Sandra Stevenson, “It’s been all for the love of the game.” Stevenson began her career as a badminton champion, winning nine national titles, and has since dedicated herself to supporting women’s involvement in sports through her leadership, including her recent tenure as CEO and President of Sport BC. “Sport is the common language,” she said, noting the power of “what sports can do – from building healthy bodies to creating world peace.” Her own leadership skills were fostered on the playing field by her mentors. “So many people taught me to be honorable,” she said. 
Honourees Helen and Margaret Callaghan, sisters from Vancouver, both played for the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League, a professional women’s baseball league active in the forties and fifties. A documentary about the league and the Callaghan’s by Helen’s son Kelly Candaele inspired Penny Marshall to make the feature film, “A League of Their Own”, starring Geena Davis and Madonna. Helen holds the record for the most stolen bases per game, with 354 stolen bases in just 388 games.  Margaret was famous for her base running ability and high hitting rank. 
Honouree Kathy Shields played on the Canadian National Basketball team from 1970 to 1975 during her own university career. In 1978 she began her distinguished coaching career with the University of Victoria Vikes, leading them to eight Canadian University Sport National Championships and 14 Canada West Titles. A powerful mentor, Shields placed a remarkable 21 student-athletes on CIS First or Second All-Star teams in 21 years of coaching. 
IN HER FOOTSTEPS…CELEBRATING BC WOMEN IN SPORT   is a joint initiative of the BC Sports Hall of Fame and Museum, 2010 Legacies Now, ProMOTION Plus, and the BC Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health.

It’s not only athletes who the exhibit is designed to inspire. Lorraine Greaves, Executive Director of the BC Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health, believes that initiatives like IN HER FOOTSTEPS have the power to impact a wide range of women, not only those currently involved in sport. ”One of the chief issues we have to deal with is that 51% of women are inactive. The impact of an event like this on those women is that while many women will never be in an elite sport, many may be inspired to take part. We want to encourage that 51%, or maybe the daughters of that 51%.” 

Carla Qualtrough, Director of Inclusion Initiatives for 2010 Legacies Now, echoed this sentiment. “Initiatives like IN HER FOOTSTEPS encourage healthy active lifestyles to enable each generation to inspire the next. All the women honoured in IN HER FOOTSTEPS embody the values of excellence and leadership.” As Minister Chong reiterated, “I can only hope that more girls and women will follow IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS.” 
