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The lawsuit:

· Ten individual female ski jumpers from a variety of countries launched a gender discrimination lawsuit in the BC Supreme Court on May 21, 2008.  They are Anette Sagen (Norway), Lindsey Van, Jessica Jerome and Karla Keck (USA), Ulrike Grassler and Jenna Mohr (Germany), Monica Planinc (Slovenia), Daniela Iraschko (Austria) and Canadians Zoya Lynch and Marie-Pierre Morin.

· The suit names the Vancouver Olympic Organizing Committee as defendant. 

· The legal action asks for a declaration that having men’s ski jumping events while failing to include women’s ski jumping events in the 2010 Winter Olympic Games violates the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

· A hearing date of April 20, 2009 has been set. 

Olympic Ski Jumping:

· Ski jumping has been an Olympic sport since the inception of the Olympic Winter Games in 1924. 

· Any new Olympic event added since 1991 must include a competition for men and women.  Women’s ski jumping was ‘grandmothered’ out of this addition to the Olympic Charter.

· In 2006, the International Olympic Committee voted to exclude women’s ski jumping, rejecting the 114-1 vote and recommendation by the International Ski Federation, the sports’ governing body, to include women on the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games program.

· According to the International Ski Federation (FIS), during the 2008-09 season there were 150 active, registered women ski jumpers representing 17 countries on the FIS Continental Cup elite level tour.  

· In 2007, the IOC changed its Olympic Charter removing the requirement for world championship competition as a perquisite of inclusion in the Olympic games.  

· Also, precedent exists for the IOC to reverse its decisions even at the last minute: only a short time before the games began, the IOC allowed women to participate in the marathon.

· And, in 2002, women’s bobsled and the sport of skeleton were added for men and women only about two years before the start of the Games.

· There were 34 women from 10 nations in snowboard cross, 30 women from 11 nations in ski cross and 26 women from 13 nations in bobsled competing during the 2007-08 season at their elite levels.   Women’s ski jumping meets the requirements of universality and technical merit with elite competitors far exceeding the numbers of athletes and nations for these other facility-based sports.

· Over 9,000 signatures from six continents supporting female ski jumpers being at the Olympic Games have been gathered through an online petition (see www.wsj2010.com). 
Canadian Women Ski Jumpers:

· Canadian women ski jumpers chose to proceed with the Canadian Human Rights Commission.  The matter went to mediation and settled with the federal government promising to do its best to get the women into Vancouver 2010.  The group has recently inquired about arbitration, but has not had a response from the government.

· Former Canadian Minister for Sport Helena Guergis has publicly declared Canada’s support of its female ski jumpers and said she wanted talk to Jacques Rogge, president of the IOC, about the matter.  Newly appointed (Nov. 08) Minister for Sport is Gary Lunn (Saanich) and he has not spoken publicly on the issue. 

· Former Minister in charge of the 2010 Olympics David Emerson has publicly stated his support for including women’s ski jumping in 2010.

· Other people who may have comments about the Canadian women ski jumpers: Brent Morrice of Ski Jump Canada, Nina Hooper-Reid, lawyer and parent of a Canadian female ski jumper (403.247.6056), Ron Read, technical director for Canada’s ski jump team, Dave Pym, head of the Canadian Snowsports Association and Dick Pound, Canadian member of the IOC.

The International Ski Federation (FIS):

· In 2006, the International Ski Federation Congress voted to establish a Women’s Ski Jumping World Championship event in Liberec, Czech Republic and a recommendation to include the women’s ski jumping normal hill individual competition in the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games.  

· The vote was 114-1 with all countries present approving the recommendation and only 1 dissenting delegate from Switzerland.  

· The first World Championship for Women’s Ski Jumping will take place in Liberec, Czech Republic on February 20, 2009.  There will be four Junior World Championships before 2010.

Contacts:

· Deedee Corradini, a former mayor of Salt Lake City who was instrumental in bringing the 2002 Olympic Games to that city and current President of WSJ-USA, is the spokesperson for the action and her organization.  She can be contacted at 801.450.9800 or email her at deedeec@att.net
· Ross Clark, Q.C., a partner and barrister with Davis LLP, one of Canada’s oldest and most prestigious law firms, is representing the plaintiffs pro bono.  For technical details about the lawsuit, call Ross at 604.643.2911 or email him at drclark@davis.ca.

· Vancouver-based DLF Communications Ltd.’s principal and owner Deborah Folka is donating her professional communications expertise to the cause.  Mobile: 604.312.8384,; Office: 604.517.1339 or email her at deborah@dlfcommunications.com
